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By Jan McWilliams

Before I retired a friend gave me a book called Beautiful Outlaw. It is written by John
Eldredge who has a background in theological studies. The book explores the
characteristics of Jesus.

As I read this book. I was familiar with many of the characteristics of Jesus. We are all
familiar with the somberness of Jesus as He taught the importance of His work to His
disciples. We are familiar with Jesus being sad to the point of tears related to the death of
Lazarus in John 11:35. We are familiar with Jesus’s care and worry over God’s chosen
people in Matthew 23:37 and Luke 13:34 when He says. O, Jerusalem. Jerusalem. who
kills the prophets and stones those sent to her, how often I have longed to gather your
children together™ and His concerns for His disciples as He plans to leave them and prays
to God to be with them in John 17:11, 15 and 24.

However, the first chapter in this book talks about the playfulness of Jesus. In the ESV
joy is mentioned 400 times. Paul uses the word 131 times. | thought when was a time
Jesus would have known joy. I was drawn to Matthew 19:14 when Jesus tells His disciples
to let the little children come unto Him. Now I don’t know about you. but I have tried to
line up children and then let them loose on a playground. It can be total chaos and very
funny. They are laughing and moving faster than any parent or teacher can keep up. As a
man. Jesus had to have laughed as the children ran to Him on this day.

I think about the times the disciples and Jesus spent fishing and Jesus teaching the
people. I know when my family gets together it is a happy time. We remember the love
and support that has been given to us over the years. Jesus in John 15:11 tells His
disciples about the joy in Him and how He wants to share it with them. “I have told you

this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy be complete.”

For me (being raises in a somber religious household) Jesus™ playfulness was a little

foreign. But after reading the book and accepting all the other traits in the book as
belonging to Jesus. I had to accept Jesus also had a playful side to His personality. So.
amidst all the formality of religion we all need to look for the playfulness and joy that

Jesus showed during His time on earth. I certainly have tried to see this side more often.
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Pat grew up in South Carolina. moved to California
and then moved back home to South Carolina. She has
been blessed with one daughter, 4 grandchildren, 4
great-grandchildren, and they are her pride and joy.
She loves to read her Bible, collect salt and pepper
shakers and making quilts. Her favorite bible verses
are Il Corinthians 12:9, “But he said to me, ‘My grace
is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” and Matthew 16:18, “And I tell you that
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” Her

Javorite song is Amazing Grace, and she loves her quiet

and alone time.



